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under-estimated as well as over-estimated, and the exaggerations even of materialism are needful to secure its being estimated aright. It was Coleridge, I think, who, when asked what could be the use of the stars if not inhabited, replied that it might be to show that dirt was cheap. The theologians, the metaphysicians, the moral philosophers, and large classes of religionists have always been prone to regard matter as merely "dirt," and to forget that it is the wonderful work and glorious manifestation of God ; and so long as this error is committed, the opposite error may serve a providential purpose. Ignorance of physical nature, or injustice to it, is fatal even to philosophy and theology. There, was very little materialism during the middle ages ; but at that time, also, physical science languished and died, and the philosophical theology which prevailed dogmatised, in consequence, so confidently and foolishly on the origin and nature of the universe and its relations to the Creator, that the grandest truths were discredited by being associated with the most ridiculous blunders.
There is a prevalent notion that materialism is at least a very definite theory which, whether true or false, cannot be mistaken for any other. In -reality it is a general term which has many and discordant applications, and which comprehends a crowd of heterogeneous theories. There are sys-